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“Common Ground” 
 

From religion, race, and region to fashion, football, and fences, human beings find endless ways 
to distinguish themselves from others. Cultivating and expressing our unique identity— or 
association with like-minded groups— is a natural, psychological need. High school letter 
jackets, club t-shirts, and sports jerseys of our favorite teams can be a source of pride. And 
associating with those who share our cultural values can be a source of comfort. But while 
these are normal human tendencies, they can lead us into dangerously polarizing situations.   
  
This two-part activity will help students discover similarities among people, and find ways to 
discover our inner common ground. 
 
 

Part One (10 min) 
Activity: Place a 10-20 foot string or tape across the floor dividing the room into two sides. 
Divide the students into two groups, standing along each side of the line about one pace back. 
Using the statements on the list below, ask everyone in the room to take stand on the line if 
they agree with the statement being made. After each statement ask them to step back into 
their original place until they next question. 
 
Stand on the line if…. 
 
You live in (country you are in now).  
You were born in (country you are in now). 
You were born in (fill in different countries, cities, states that you know kids in the group came 
from). 
You were born in _____. 
You were born in _____. 
You speak English. 
You speak (fill in different languages that you know the kids in the group speak). 
You speak _____. 
You speak _____. 
You like soccer. 
You like skateboarding. 
You like to play video games. 
You are a football fan. 
You have a close friend that you care about. 
You have a family member that you love. 
You enjoy helping others. 
You like to eat pizza. 
You like to eat (fill in other foods that the different kids might eat). 
You like to eat _____. 
You like to eat _____. 
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You feel like sometimes life isn’t fair. 
You feel people don’t understand you. 
You want to do something important with your life. 
You sometimes feel like life is overwhelming. 
You like to read books. 
You like to watch TV. 
Your family is Christian. 
Your family is Jewish. 
Your family is Muslim. 
Your family is Hindu. 
Your family is Buddhist. 
You have a pet that you love. 
You have a pet that you love that has died. 
You have a close friend or family member that has died. 
You still miss that person or pet. 
You like to visit museums. 
You sometimes feel angry. 
You want to grow up and be a business person. 
You want to grow up and be a doctor. 
You want your children to live in a peaceful world. 
 
 
 

Part Two (15 min) 
Discussion Questions: 
Why did we play this game? 
  
Did anyone feel uncomfortable at the beginning of this activity? 
 
Did anyone feel uncomfortable at the end of this activity? 
 
What did you learn from this game? 
 
Before this activity, did anyone think of another person as being completely unlike them?  
 
Someone they could never relate to?  
 
After the first few groups, did they ever stand in the same group? If so, how did their 
perception of that person change? Did you discover you had a similarity somewhere? If so, do 
you feel differently about them now? 
 
How is it possible for people to be different and still like each other? 
 
What other questions would you add to the game? 


